The Catholic Communities of
Saint Michael the Archangel
1352 E 3rd Street, Forest, MS 39074

ST. MICHAEL, FOREST
(601) 469-1916

San MARTIN de PORRES, MORTON
ST. ANNE, NEWTON

Email:
stmichael@stmichaelms.org

ST. MICHAEL, PAULDING

website: https://stmichaelms.org
FR. ROBERTO MENA, Sacramental Minister

robertomenast@aol.com

DEACON EDWIN SANTOS
Deacon Santos is available by appointment. In an emergency, he
may be called at any time. Please be respectful of his time and
other obligations.

(256) 738-6153
Email:
esanexpedito@gmail.com

SR. OBDULIA OLIVAR

(601) 507-3748

SR. MARIA EUGENIA

(305) 915-0778

Liz Edmondson,

Office M-W-F,

9-5

(601) 469-1916; (601) 668-1832, cell

December 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent
MASS SCHEDULE
No regularly scheduled Masses

St. Michael at Paulding

SUNDAYS

9:00 AM– ST. ANNE, NEWTON

DECEMBER HOLIDAY SCHEDULES-updated!
On back of Reflection and in the Chapel

9:00 AM – ST. MICHAEL, FOREST (English)
11:00 AM – SAN MARTIN, MORTON (Spanish)
11:30 AM – ST. MICHAEL, FOREST (Spanish)
1:00 PM – ST. MICHAEL, FOREST (Spanish)
4 :00 PM – ST. MICHAEL, FOREST (Vietnamese)

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays, 5-6 pm.

2nd & 4th in Forest

/

1st and 3rd in Morton

HOLY HOUR OF WORSHIP: First Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
St. Michael Forest: Dec. to date - $3318.24; Vigillia-$.00
Morton: Dec. to date – $750.00; Rent-$67.00

St Anne: Dec. to date- $887.00
Paulding: Dec. to date - $320.

Bulletin announcements may be emailed to the Church, texted to Liz or dropped by Office by Noon Wednesdays

Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the
great and Holy One of Israel.
Isaia 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

 ST MICHAEL’S FUN DAY FUNDRAISER:
TODAY!! 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Church grounds. Cornish
Hen Plates: $8. Come have some fun!
 Thank you to everyone in the parish for last
Sunday's beautiful reception for me in the parish hall.
I greatly appreciate your good wishes, gifts, and
prayers. The people of St. Michael's in Forest and
San Martin in Morton are dear to my heart. As I
move to Mount St. Francis (our Franciscan
Motherhouse) in Dubuque, Iowa, I will keep you in prayer. --Sister Rita Goedken, OSF
 Deacon Santos will be visiting his family in Salvador from Dec 20 – Jan 5. Please pray for a
safe trip and a happy reunion with his family.

Please pray for the sick and shut-ins, and those serving in the military/law enforcement.

IN THE MILITARY: Andrew Moncrief, Brad Edmondson, Miranda Green, Yvonne Green
McNair, John Johnson and Ronnie Thrash
FOREST: Tran Duong; Angel Marteniz; Kevin Devore, Vicky Russell Stokes, RoseAnn Lynn;
Kathy Hollingsworth, Brigido Perez; Brandon Moore & Raymond Cora Family, Mitch & Mary
Nichols, Al Beltran, Ronnie Thomas, Flo Chambers, Angel Martinez, Max Moya, Kurt
Hemann, George Edward, Carra Barr, Peggy Thornton, Alice Burns, Theresa Francisco,
Mildred Guyse, Emonii Denham, Mary Matlock, Mrs. Stevens
NEWTON: Fern Hawkins, John Munn, Mark Dyer, Eileen Wooley, Bill Halford, Lois Helbert,
Teresa Bunty, Don Therrin, Lonnie Green, and Juliette Therrin, Bob Blackwell
PAULDING: Ricky McDevitt, Danielle Garrison, Walter Hardy, Lance Garvin.
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING DECEASED IN YOUR PRAYERS: Michael
Hipskind, Freddy Bergin, Joseph Herrington, Landon Magee, Raymond Cox, Alan Heflin, Hugh
Cominsky, Sida Evans, Fred Bunty, Wanda Smith, George Jordan Nichols, Audry Terrance,
Magdelena Wars, Bobby and Doris Thomas, Fay Park, Bobby Skinner, Al Wooly, Ruth Bergin,
Joseph Shepard, Lillie Bullock, Elizabeth Figora, and Lois Loper, John Lynn. (Names remain for
one year.)

IN ADVENT, DO NOT LOSE THE
CHARM AND GRACE OF JOY
Not everything is penance, pain and death as we journey
through this desert. Today's liturgy pauses to sing a
hymn of joy. How do we not rejoice, when we are so
close to the son of God who comes to save us? How do
we not cele-brate the day that will bring the reality to our
dream, when our faults will be forgiven and we will
receive our reward? True joy is the fruit of the heart:
peace of the soul and good fraternal relationships are
what will make us happy. And he is happy who loves
unconditionally.
Jesus comes, Jesus is with us. With these certainties, we live a joyful but also a productive wait. Where do we
find strength to preach the joy to a world like ours, threatened by so many problems that seem insoluble and
wounded by so many dramas? You need value! There is our secret.
Our source of joy is so high that there is no human misery able to obscure it. We have reason to be
happy.
It is urgent that Christians give testimony to the world with our
joy. Shout in front of everyone that our faith makes us happy.
Joy is contagious: disarm and engage. We must say as that
character of P. Claudel: "My God, you have given us so much
that all who see us have to sing".
"It is always spring for a soul which is in
grace", said the Holy cure of
Ars. Where God is present
joy blooms as charm. Christ
has come to make our joy full
and so strong that no one
could snatch it away.
Our experience tells us that the secret of possessing anything is to busily
look for it. Many succumb to the illusion of joy in the superficial palliative of
physical or material pleasures. Pleasure exists only in the senses; joy is a
pure and irresistible state of being that leaps towards the only one capable of satisfying all our yearnings. It is
thus natural to believe, pray, help others, living within the action of grace.
The Lord instructed: "love each other as I have loved you." How did He love? He gave his only robe, shared
their bread, demanded of no one more than they had to give, not accusing those who sought his death nor
defending himself against the false charges. And I, what should I do? Augustine answers: "Love and do what
you want". He that loves wonders not where, or how or why, much less when. Because love acts. True love
means works. It is love which guided His life and was the
architect of His happiness.
Then, if true love means works, what are we to do? This
question urges a real conversion which is not achieved
without painful tears. The Nightingale can sing also when on
a branch of thorns. Pray that the love of the Lord, his joy, his
peace, join us always; that the figures of the Nativity, the
tree, the bonuses, the balloons and carols are not left in the
material and outside world, but are genuine expressions of
the joy we have in the soul because Christ wants to be born
once more among us. He wants us to hear him say: "I am
still relying on humanity". "I'm still loving you".
In the Most Holy Trinity: Father Roberto Mena ST, Sacramental Minister

DECEMBER SCHEDULE 2018
Sunday, Dec 2: Masses as usual.
Saturday Dec. 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Forest: 7 p.m. Trilingual (Does not fulfill Sunday obligation)
Morton: 7 p.m. Spanish
Sunday Dec. 9: Celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Newton: Mass as usual
Forest: 9 a.m. Mass, followed by Religious Ed
One Mass for Forest & Morton in Spanish: 11:00 a.m. Mass
at Crudup Ward
Forest: 4 p.m. Mass (Vietnamese)
Mon – Wed, December 10-12, Serenata
Morton: 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 11, Rosary and Serenata
Forest: 7 p.m.
Wednesday, December 12: Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Forest: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish)
Sunday Dec 16
All Masses as usual
Forest homes: 7 p.m., Posadas
Sunday Dec 23
All Masses as usual
Christmas Eve, December 24th
Morton: 5 p.m. Spanish
Forest: 7:00 p.m. Bilingual
Forest: 9:00 p.m. Vietnamese
Dec. 25th Christmas Day:
Forest: 10:00 a.m. English
Sunday Dec 30
All Masses as usual
Monday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
Morton: 5 p.m. Spanish
Forest: 7 p.m. Trilingual
Forest: 10 p.m., Crudup, Spanish
Tuesday, January 1, New Year’s Day
Forest: 10 a.m. English

Prayer for Bishops in preparation
for the 2018 USCCB November meeting
Almighty God, guardian of your Church,
rain down, we pray, upon your servants, our bishops,
a spirit of truth, understanding and peace,
as they gather together this week in Baltimore
to discern a path of reconciliation, healing and restoration
for victims of abuse by clergy and their families,
and for those in your holy Church who have been scandalized
by the actions and inactions of church leaders.
Lord Jesus, chief shepherd and teacher,
grant our bishops a spirit of compassion, humility and love,
so that they may be gentle, kindhearted and steadfast in resolve,
as they assemble to discern a way of renewal, integrity and restitution
that will reflect an authentic desire
to bring about genuine transformation in your sacred body the Church.
Holy Spirit, comforter and advocate,
shower our brothers with your Divine Wisdom;
pour forth upon these men
a spirit of determination, perseverance and grit
that has piloted your Church throughout the ages;
engulf their hearts and minds with your blessed counsel,
so they may be fervent and zealous in seeking justice and mercy.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God for ever and ever.
AMEN

ST. MICHAEL’S 2018-2019
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
Dear Parents:
We begin this year, as always, with the intention of
providing support to our parents in your efforts to instruct
your children in our Catholic Faith.
With only ninety minutes on Sunday for religious
education, we all know that that is all we can do—but we
wat to do it to the best of our ability. Your follow-up at
home is so important to your child’s development in our
Catholic Faith. Please read and talk to your child about
any materials they bring home.
This year’s class schedule is on the back of this letter. If you have any suggestions, questions, ideas,
time to help or plan, P L E A S E contact any of us listed below. Also, if any problems arise during
the year, please remember that we can only solve them if we know about them. Please call us.
1. Attendance. Classes begin at 10 a.m. on Sunday. Classes are no good without the student!
This is true for all classes, but most especially for First Communion & Reconciliation. Please be sure
we have copies of ALL children’s baptismal certificates. Classes end at 11:20. Please pick up your
children promptly.
2. Child Protection Program. Every year the diocese requires we conduct ‘safe children’ classes.
Parents are strongly urged to attend the parents’ meeting to review the materials. This meeting will
be Sunday, Oct.21, 2017, right after 9 a.m. Mass. We will give you a copy of the material to be
presented and the date the classes are scheduled. We encourage all parents to attend. Each
teacher will send notices home the week before their individual class is to be taught.
3. Confirmation Classes/High School Classes. This year we will divide the high school class into
2 parts: Grades 9 and 10 as ‘pre-confirmation’ and grades 11 & 12 as Confirmation Class. We hope
this will keep the class from becoming repetitive. WE NEED THE PARENTS AND STUDENTS to
attend on Sept 9 so we can discuss class times convenient for all.
PLEASE BE SURE WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT ADDRSS AND PHONE NUMBER
Teachers for School Year 2018-2019 are:
K & 1st (must be 5 years old by 9/1): Katherine Smith
1st Communion & Reconciliation (2nd grade up): Claudia Rowland
Grades 3/4/5: Maria Tello
Grades 6/7/8: Brett Hollingsworth
Grades 9 and 10: Liz Edmondson
Grades 11 and 12, Confirmation Prep: Deacon Santos
Thank you so much for your help and support.
Liz Edmondson, DRE 601-775-3857 or
601-668-1832, cell

Deacon Santos: 256-738-6153, cell

A Minister’s/Servant’s Reflection
It helps now and then to step back and
Take the long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts—it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the kingdom of God lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection; no pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted,
Knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundation that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in that.
This enables us to do something—and to do it well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way;
And opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
But that is the difference between
The master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders,
Ministers and servants, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
Amen
--Bishop Oscar Romero, to be canonized October 14, 2018

